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Operational Update 
The crisis in Yemen has now surpassed 1,000 days, during which 
three million men, women and children have been forced to flee their 
homes, with over two million still displaced. Conflict and loss of 
livelihoods, further compounded by cholera and risk of man-made famine, 
have created new vulnerabilities for an already desperate displaced 
population, with 89 per cent of IDPs displaced for over a year. During this 
time, the United Nations in Yemen have continually called for a political 
solution to the crisis which has left some 75 per cent of the country’s 
population in need of humanitarian assistance. The UN has also 
continued to reaffirm the obligations of all parties to the conflict to 
safeguard and protect civilian life and infrastructure, among them schools, 
hospitals and places of worship. Tragically, civilians continue to bear the 
brunt of hostilities, with OHCHR confirming the deaths of 109 civilians in 
incidents during the past two weeks alone, including strikes on a crowded 
market in Taizz Governorate and on a farm in Al Hudaydah Governorate.  

In addition to loss of life, an escalation of hostilities on frontlines has led 
to new displacement, in particular on Yemen’s Red Sea coast. The 
frontlines of Taizz and Hudaydah Governorates have forced an estimated 
3,371 families (23,600 individuals) to seek shelter elsewhere. Some 421 
families have fled towards Hudaydah city, 950 households to the 
neighbouring governorates of Dhamar and Ibb, with a further 2,000 
households crossing into the southern governorates of Aden, Abyan and 
Lahj. Speaking to UNHCR, IDPs have described harrowing journeys in 
their effort to reach safety, including moving through mined areas, 
ambulances at risk of being stuck by gunfire/rockets, as well as many 
families suffering from acute watery diarrhea and at times forced to make 
payments at checkpoints en route. UNHCR is mobilizing assistance as 
part of a wider integrated response as a matter of urgency.  

UNHCR cold weather response is underway, with 18,451 families to receive cash grants in high 
altitude areas. Photo: UNHCR/ F Alsowaidi 
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IDP Response 
UNHCR’s cold weather response is underway, with cash assistance destined for 18,451 displaced 
families (129,000 individuals). This is the first time UNHCR is distributing cash grants for winter support 
in Yemen, with the USD 4M programme rolled out as night-time temperatures reach as low as 2 degrees 
Celsius. The disbursement of the one-off USD 200 cash grants is already underway in Sana’a, Dhamar 
and Amran, and will be followed closely by a second cohort in Amanat Al Asimah, Ibb, Marib and Hajjah 
Governorates. The one-off cash grants are targeting extremely vulnerable families, many of whom are 
struggling to maintain safe and dignified shelter. The cash has been welcomed by recipient families, 
particularly the freedom to spend the grants where needed including on clothes and fuel, as gas prices 
continue to rise. 

On Yemen’s western coast, intensive fighting has continued in particular in Al Khowkha and At 
Taiziyah, causing further displacement as families flee frontlines. The movement of people is under 
constant assessment by the UNHCR-led Protection Cluster and partners, with the latest information 
indicating that some 3,371 families (23,600 people) have been newly displaced. New arrivals have been 
tracked in Al Garahi and Jabal Ras districts of Hudadyah, and Far Al Udayn, Al Dhihar and Dhi As Sufal 
districts in Ibb. A UNHCR assessment is also underway in Dhamar, where 400 families are believed to be 
sheltering. Unrelenting hostilities have also forced over 2,000 households to seek safety in southern 
governorates of Aden, Abyan and Lahj. Across Yemen, UNHCR is working to respond to the displaced, 
with essential household items and hygiene kits for 421 families currently en route to Al Jarrahi and Jabal 
Ras in Hudaydah as part of an integrated response. In the district of Foqom on the western outskirts of 
Aden city, UNHCR provided 42 households from Al Khowkha with core relief items (CRIs).   

UNHCR has responded to a group of IDPs fleeing Al Khowkha to Aden, who were subjected to 
indiscriminate attacks on 19 December. At least nine people are believed to have been killed in the 
incident while traveling in buses close to frontlines. A total of 32 families reached Aden from the group, 
and are sheltering in unfinished buildings. Emergency CRIs have been provided to the families, with an 
assessment underway for shelter assistance.  

Refugee Response 
In light of the deterioration in conditions in Yemen, UNHCR’s Assisted Spontaneous Return (ASR) 
programme continues, with two recent departures. A total of 814 refugees in Yemen have now 
returned to Somalia in coordination with IOM, through six boat departures since September this year. 
Somalis represent over 94 per cent of refugees in Yemen, and find themselves among the country’s most 
vulnerable population. Close to 2,000 people have confirmed their wish to return home at UNHCR 
helpdesks in Kharaz camp and Aden, where Somalis can obtain the latest information on the situation in 
areas of return and return assistance including a USD 350 cash grant (per household head), along with 
food and education assistance to support reintegration at home.  

UNHCR is concerned for persons of concern who are detained in numerous locations across 
Yemen including in Hudaydah, Sa’ada, Sana’a and Aden. A protection mission to a detention centre in 
Sana’a this week delivered warm winter clothing for 100 Somali and Ethiopian men, women and children, 
along with diapers and milk for babies and toddlers. Refugees and asylum seekers in Yemen continue to 
face protection challenges, with a 165 refugees and asylum seekers known to be detained. The true figure 
is believed by UNHCR to be much higher, with access to detention centres remaining a key challenge for 
the humanitarian community in Yemen.  

UNHCR carried out a three-day workshop on prevention and response to Sexual and Gender Based 
Violence (SGBV) in Aden. The training, which was specially designed for displacement settings, aimed 
to boost the capacity of partners, Protection Cluster members along with female members of police from 
Kharaz camp and Basateen, included engaging men and boys in prevention, working with male adult and 
children survivors of SGBV, and prevention and awareness raising on domestic violence.  


